TRADITIONS.                             233

5th day, to Albertville.

6th day, to a point near Moutier.

7th day, to Ayme.

8th day, to Seez, and the fight at the Eoche Blanche. The column
marched all night, so that it reached the summit next morning.

9th day, at the summit, which was reached so early that this was really
a day of rest.

10th day, rest.

llth day, start down the mountain, to the break in the road, and at-
tempted circuit.

12th day, work on road, and horses got through.

13th day, Numidians work on road, and van marching down to foot of
Alps.

14th day, Numidians work on road, and van marching down to foot of
Alps.

15th day, JsTumidians work on road, and van reached Ivrea, at foot of Alps.

At close of day the elephants were got through break in road.

One more tradition may perhaps be mentioned bearing
upon the Little St. Bernard being the route pursued by Han-
nibal. At Donnaz, just above St. Martin, and opposite the
Fort du Bard, the road is chiseled out of the rock, which
comes down to the very edge of the river. Tradition assigns
this work to Hannibal, and for many centuries this pass has
been known as that of the Carthaginian army. It is not
probable that Hannibal had anything to do with this work;
but the tradition is interesting, if not reliable.

Appian is sometimes quoted as an authority on the War
against Hannibal. But he is quite unsatisfactory. A fair
sample of his work is his description of the passage of the
Alps, which is as follows: " When Hannibal came to the Al-
pine range, he found not even a road which led upwards, let
alone one which led across, for it is extraordinarily steep.
Notwithstanding this, with great boldness he ascended the
mountain, under all manner of difficulties. For as it wass altogether probable, he spent the
